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Reminders

1. Entry onto BFSU Campus: For Chinese participants, a swipe of your ID card at
the gate machine shall grant your entry onto BFSU Campus. For non-Chinese
participants, please register with your passport at the gate to enter.

2. Access to conference venues: Please refer to the BFSU Campus Plan on the next
page. For plenary sessions at the BFSU Library, please use the main entrance of the
library and our volunteers will guide you to the lecture halls. For panel sessions in the
School of English and International Studies Building (SEIS Building), there is no
special arrangement.

3. Sign-up for the welcome dinner and the ASN MRY Banquet: Please inform at
the sign-in registration whether you will attend the welcome dinner on the evening of
October 25 and/or the ASN MRY Banquet on the evening of October 26.

4. Pick-up service to the ASN MRY Banquet: Coaches will be waiting on the
square to the west of the BFSU Gymnasium from 17:45~18:15 on October 26. As
guests may not all sit through the whole banquet, no transport will be scheduled for
after the banquet. Please arrange for your own transportation back.

5. Acronyms: BFSU (Beijing Foreign Studies University); ASN (American Studies
Network); USCET (US-China Education Trust); SEIS (School of English and
International Studies) ; American Studies Center (ASC)
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Schedule/ & B H &
October 25 (Friday)
Time Event Venue
15:00~17:30 Registration Room 111, SEIS Building
) Fujiangnan Restaurant,
18:00~20:00 Welcome Dinner
BFSU West Campus
October 26 (Saturday)
Time Event Venue
07:30~08:30 Registration Continued
08:30~08:45 Opening Ceremony
08:45~09:10 - S
09:10~09:35 ?ary tessi(’;l ‘ el
eynotes 1-
09:35~10:00 Y ecture Ha
10:00~10:30 Photo & Tea Break th Floor
T coc o BFSU Library
10:30~10:55 _
Plenary Session II:
10:55~11:20
Keynotes 4-6
11:20~11:45
11:45~12:15 Q&A
12:30~13:45 Lunch BFSU Staff Cafeteria
Panel 1 Room 111, SEIS Building
) Panel 2 Room 115, SEIS Building
14:00~15:30 Panel Session I —
Panel 3 Room 310, SEIS Building
Panel 4 Room 313, SEIS Building
15:30~16:00 Tea Break SEIS Lobby
Panel 5 Room 111, SEIS Building
) Panel 6 Room 115, SEIS Building
16:00~17:30 Panel Session 11 —
Panel 7 Room 310, SEIS Building
Panel 8 Room 313, SEIS Building
ASN MRY Banquet and Graduate No. 1 Ballroom, Second Floor,
18:30~20:00

Paper Awarding Ceremony

Empark Grand Hotel Beijing




October 27 (Sunday)

Time Event Venue
Panel 9 Room 111, SEIS Building
i Panel 10 Room 115, SEIS Building
08:30~10:00 Panel Session III —
Panel 11 Room 310, SEIS Building
Panel 12 Room 313, SEIS Building
10:00~10:30 Tea Break
10:30~11:20 Plenary Session III: Lecture Hall
Keynotes 7&8 3rd Floor
11:20~11:50 Panel Wrap-Ups BFSU Library
11:50~12:00 Closing Remarks
12:30~13:45 Lunch BFSU Staff Cafeteria




Connecting People, Cultures and Ideas:

Re-examining Sino-American Exchange

October 25-27, 2024 Beijing

Agenda/&WHER

Friday, October 25

15:00-17:30 Conference Registration [Room 111, SEIS Building]

18:00-20:00 Welcome Dinner [Fujiangnan Restaurant, BFSU West Campus]

Saturday, October 26

07:30-08:30 Conference Registration Continued
Venue: Lecture Hall, 4th Floor, BFSU Library

08:30-08:45 Opening Ceremony:
Venue: Lecture Hall, 4th Floor, BFSU Library
Chair: Prof. Fu Meirong, Director, American Studies Center, BFSU
Videoed Address by Prof. Sun Youzhong, Former Vice President, BFSU
Address by Ambassador Julia Chang Bloch, Executive Chair, USCET

08:45-10:00 Plenary Session I
Venue: Lecture Hall, 4th Floor, BFSU Library
Chair: Prof. Li Liwen, Provost, BFSU
David M. Lampton, Professor Emeritus and Senior Research Fellow, Johns
Hopkins University
"Living U.S.-China Relations: From Cold War to Cold War"
Wang Bo, Professor & Director of the Center for American Studies, National
University of Defense Technology
"People of Paradox: The Impact upon US-China Relations and Some
Suggestions”
Elizabeth Knup, Senior Advisor to China Focus at the Carter Center and to the
University of Pennsylvania's Project on the Future of US-China Relations
"Addressing Global Challenges: U.S.-China Civil Society Cooperation in an Era
of Geopolitical Tension"



10:00-10:30 Photo and Tea Break [Lecture Hall, 4th Floor, BFSU Library]

10:30-11:45 Plenary Session II
Venue: Lecture Hall, 4th Floor, BFSU Library
Chair: Prof. Ran Jijun, Dean of the Department of English and
International Studies, China Foreign Affairs University
FU Meirong, Professor and Director of the American Studies Center, BFSU
"Stranded in the Cold War: a Psycho-historical Analysis of the Life Course of the
Core Members of Chinese Scientific Workers’ Association in USA"
Yingyi Ma, Professor and Graduate Director, Syracuse University,
Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Brookings Institute
"Chinese Students in American Higher Education"
Shi Yi, Professor & Director of the Center for American Studies, China Foreign
Affairs University
"Educational Exchanges Between China & US: Challenges and Opportunities"

11:45-12:15 Q&A
Question Master: Rosie Levine, Executive Director, USCET
12:30-13:45 Lunch [Buffet at BFSU Staff Cafeteria]

14:00-15:30 Panel Session 1

Panel 1: U.S.-China Educational and Academic Exchange: A History
Venue: Room 111, SEIS Building

Moderator: Shi Yi, Professor, China Foreign Affairs University
Commentator: Adam Jones, Director of China Programs and Special
Initiatives

Panelists:

Jennie Wang, Professor, Founder BILINGUAL ACADEMY PRESS

“In his Wake: F. Chang and Academic Exchange between US and China”
Yang Zhao, Associate Professor of School of History, Beijing Foreign

Studies University

“Scholars of Western History Who Studied in the United States During the
Republican Period and the American Tradition of Western Historiography —A
Case Study of Six Doctoral Dissertations”

Smeets Koen, Graduate Student of Silk Road School of Renmin University
of China

“Restoring a Relationship: Motivations and Negotiations of Re-Establishing
U.S.-China Student Exchanges, 1970-1980"

Cheng Hong, Liu Zhi-guang, Researchers, Beijing Great Wall Enterprise
Strategy Institute, Peking University

“China’s Third Wave of Studying in America and Returning to China —

The History of the West Culture Munication to China in the Middle 20th
Century”



Panel 2: U.S.-China Cultural Exchange: A History
Venue: Room 115, SEIS Building

Moderator: Fu Meirong, Professor, Director of ASC, BFSU

Commentator: Jia Ning, Lecturer of the American Studies Center, BFSU
Panelists:

Jane Hunter, Professor of Lewis and Clark College

“Crossing Cultures in China: Christian Community and Communist

Allegiance in the Life of Isabel Brown Crook (1915-2023)"

Kaimeng Huang, Stilwell Scholar and International Advisor of General
Stilwell Scholarship Committee at Middlebury Institute of International
Studies at Monterey, CA, USA

“General Stilwell’s Legacy and People to People Relations between US and
China”

James McDougall, Liu Jingyu, Associate Professor & Research Assistant
of Wenzhou-Kean University

“The U.S. Western Frontier in Late-Qing Literati Poetry”

Han Rui, Associate Professor of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
“The Confucian Concept of the Person and Its American Interpretation:
Discussions from a Comparative Philosophical Perspective”

Panel 3: U.S.-China Relations: Traditional Dimensions

Venue: Room 310, SEIS Building

Moderator: Qi Hao, Associate Professor, ASC, BFSU

Commentator: David M. Lampton, Professor Emeritus and Senior Research
Fellow, Johns Hopkins University

Panelists:

Ren Xiao, Professor of Country and Area Studies Academy, BFSU
“Current Sino-US Relations: A Diagnosis”

Chen Zheng, Lecturer of Country and Area Studies Academy, BFSU
“2024 Presidential Election and Sino-US Relations”

Zhang Siyi, Graduate Student, ASC, BFSU

“Chineseness in Wuheqilin’s Art: Cultural Wars on Twitter”

Chen Xirui, Graduate Student of the American Studies Center, BFSU
“On the Present and Future of Sino-U.S. Relations under U.S. Political
Polarization”

Sun Wenshan, Graduate Student of Foreign Languages College, Tianjin
Normal University

“A Contrastive Study of Economic Trade Policies towards China between
Harris and Trump”

Panel 4: American Studies in China

Venue: Room 313, SEIS Building

Moderator: Cai Hong, Professor, BFSU

Commentator: Li Jinzhao, Professor Emerita, American Studies Center, BFSU



Panelists:

Ben Chappell, Professor, Chair of Department of American Studies, The
University of Kansas

“"American Studies and the Possibility of Critical Education in an Age of
R.O.1.”

Zhao Mei, Senior Fellow, Institute of American Studies, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences (CASS)

“A Historical Perspective on American Studies in China”

Huang Weifeng, Professor of Hangzhou Dianzi University

“Justifying ‘Meiguo Xue’ as a Better Chinese Version of “American Studies”
in the Context of Country and Region Studies”

Tian Xinrui, Zhang Xiwei, Graduate Student of Hangzhou Dianzi University
“Studies in African American Literature in China in the Past Two Decades”

15:30-16:00 Tea Break [SEIS Lobby]

16:00-17:30 Panel Session 11

Panel 5: Navigating U.S.-China Educational Cultural Exchange Today
Venue: Room 111, SEIS Building

Moderator: Yang Zhao, Associate Professor of School of History, BFSU
Commentator: Jane Hunter, Professor of Lewis and Clark College
Panelists:

Adam Jones, Director of China Programs and Special Initiatives, CET
“Navigating Challenges in US-China Joint Educational Programs”

Gaye Christoffersen, Former Professor at the Hopkins-Nanjing Center;
Visiting Professor, Shandong University, Weihai

“The Sino-American Collaborative Classroom: An Empirical Case Study of
US-China educational exchange”

Li Fangzhou, PhD of the School of Labor and Human Resources, Renmin
University of China, ,

“From Exclusion to Inclusion: Citizenship and the Transformation of Social
Security for Chinese Americans”

Dai Yuzhe, Huang Chuyun, Hu Haoyi, Graduate Students of the
American Studies Center, BFSU

“Transnational Migration and Gender Dynamics: Insights from Highly
Educated Chinese Female Migrants”

Dong Jiayi, Graduate Student of Tianjin Normal University
“Opportunities and Challenges of Sino-US Educational Exchange: A Case
Study of American Teenagers' Visits to China”
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Panel 6: Cultural Diplomacy, Soft Power and Mutual Perceptions
Venue: Room 115, SEIS Building

Moderator: Zhao Mei, Senior Fellow, Institute of American Studies,

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS)

Commentator: Priscilla Roberts, Associate Professor of Business;
Co-Director of the Asia-Pacific Business Research Centre, Faculty of Business,
City University of Macau

Panelists:

Rebecca Ash-Cervantes, Program Manager of American Mandarin Society
“Soft Power in 3rd Spaces — U.S.-China Competition Perceptions and
Exactments in Mexico”

Chao Tian, PhD student of Boston University

“From China to Appalachia: Forging Sustainable Dynamics in Intercultural
Music Collaboration and Cultural Diplomacy”

Sumeera Imran, PhD student of National Defense University

“US-China Early Exchanges: Impact on Bilateral Perceptions”

Wei Hongyi, Graduate Student, National University of Defense and Technology
“Navigating Ethical Pluralism in Cultural Diplomacy Between US-China
Relations: Opportunities and Challenges”

Chen Yingzhi, Graduate Student of the American Studies Center, BFSU

“A Study of Mutual Perceptions in U.S.-China Media on Economic Rivalry
Through the Lens of Hofstede’s Cultural Dimensions Theory”

Zhang Runzi, Graduate Student of Tianjin Normal University

“Generational Differences in American Perceptions of China: Causes and
Implications”

Panel 7: American Diplomacy Beyond China
Venue: Room 310, SEIS Building

Moderator: Zha Daojiong, Professor, School of International Studies,
Institute of South-South Cooperation and Development, Peking University
Commentator: Zhang Guoxi, Associate Professor of School of

International Relations, Sichuan International Studies University

Panelists:

Zhang Yuan, Associate Professor, Southwest University

"“On American Public Opinion toward War —A Case Study of the U.S. Military
Intervention in Libya”

Yan Xunhua, Lecturer, American Studies Center, BFSU

“The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) under Biden: Why Not Yet An
Asian NATO?”

Li Kening, Graduate Student, the American Studies Center, BFSU

“Robert C. O'Brien’s Attitude and Perceptions Toward China: A Case Study of ‘The
Return of Peace Through Strength: Making the Case for Trump’s Foreign Policy"
Wang Ziying, Graduate Student, China Foreign Affairs University

“Biden’s Minilateralism from the Perspective of Neoclassical Realism”
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Panel 8: American Society
Venue: Room 313, SEIS Building

Moderator: Yingyi Ma, Professor and Graduate Director, Syracuse
University, Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Brookings Institute
Commentator: Wang Yige, Lecturer, ASC, BFSU

Panelists:

Zhang Keqing, Lecturer, ASC, BFSU

“Childhood and Adulthood Conditions in Relation to Mild Cognitive
Impairment among U.S. and Chinese Older Adults: A Life Course
Perspective”

Yang Jiaxin, PhD student, Peking University

“A Study on Pearl S. Buck’s Feminist Thoughts in Of Men and Women”
Song Yanke, Graduate Student, the American Studies Center, BFSU
“Campus Media Narrating of Pro-Palestine Protest Movements: Case Study
of The Columbia Daily Spectator”

Tang Wei, Graduate Student, Department of American Studies,

University of International Relations

“A Review of Domestic Research on U.S. Immigration Policy towards Cuba”
Lu Chang, Graduate Student, China Foreign Affairs University

“Are the Kids Really Doing Alright? A Closer Look at the SES of Asian
Americans’ Mixed-Race Offspring”

18:30-20:00 ASN MRY Banquet and Graduate Paper Awarding Ceremony
Venue: No 1 Ballroom, Second Floor, Empark Grand Hotel Beijing
bR SRR E 2 —2U0T)
Pick-Up Point: Square to the west of the BFSU Gym
(Notice: No transportation will be arranged after the banquet.)

Sunday, October 27
8:30-10:00 Panel Session II1

Panel 9: American Domestic Politics

Venue: Room 111, SEIS Building

Moderator: Yan Xunhua, Lecturer, ASC, BFSU

Commentator: Robert Daly, Director of the Wilson Center’s Kissinger
Institute on China and the United States

Panelists:

Kong Xiangyong, Associate Professor, Tianjin Normal University

“The Equality Paradox and Practical Dilemma of American Democracy”
Zhang Guoxi, Associate Professor, School of International Relations,
Sichuan International Studies University

“When Tech Giants Meet American Politics: Exploring the Intersection of
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Digital Democracy and Electoral Processes”

Guo Xinyi, Lecturer, ASC, BFSU

“Path towards “Workers’ Party”?: Domestic Political Logic of the U.S. Foreign
Policies of Two Parties”

Li Linjie, PhD Student, Sichuan University

“"Between the Constitution and Public Opinion: The Constitutional Sorrow of
the United States”

Jin Xiaochen, Graduate Student, the American Studies Center, BFSU

“"A Comparative Analysis of Nixon Case and Trump Cases: Continuities and
Changes of the Judicial Interpretation on Presidential Communication
Privilege”

Chen Xiaoou, Graduate Student, Foreign Languages College, Tianjin

Normal University

“The Historical Origin and Realistic Evolution of the "New Washington

mnn

Consensus

Panel 10: U.S.-China Relations: Non-Traditional Issues

Venue: Room 115, SEIS Building

Moderator: Gu Guoping, Professor, Beijing International Studies University
Commentator: Elizabeth Knup, Senior Advisor at the Carter Center and the
University of Pennsylvania

Panelists:

Gu Lei, Professor, International Studies College, National University of
Defense Technology

“Motivations, Practices, and Dilemmas of the United States’ Quantum
Technology Competition with China Against the Background of China-U.S.
Science and Technology Competition”

Zou Xiaolong, Jia Yumei, Associate Professor, School of International &
Public Affairs, Jilin University

“The Energy Factor in Sino-US Relations: Competition and Cooperation”
YANG Qiang, Associate professor, China Foreign Affairs University

“The New Role of Climate Cooperation in US-China Relations: An
Embellishment or a Stabilizer?”

Jin Yucan, PhD student, ASC, BFSU

“Subnational Agency in Science and Technology Diplomacy: Managing
Geopolitical Challenges through the Lens of California-China Climate
Cooperation”

Panel 11: Digital Diplomacy: Technology for New Possibilities
Venue: Room 310, SEIS Building

Moderator: Ren Xiao, Professor, Country and Area Studies Academy, BFSU
Commentator: Huang Weifeng, Professor, Hangzhou Dianzi University
Panelists:

Woojin Lim, Researcher, Harvard Kennedy School, Schwarzman Scholar,
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Tsinghua University

“Terra Incognita: The Governance of Al in US-China Perspective”

Thai Cong Dan, Thai Phan Bao Han, English Lecturer, School of Foreign
Languages, Can Tho University & English Lecturer of Faculty of Social
Sciences, Can Tho University of Technology

“Digital Diplomacy and Digital Transformation: EFL Students’ Perceptions
and Involvement in Cultural Competencies”

Wang Yifan, Graduate Student, the American Studies Center, BFSU

“Meme Diplomacy: Understanding Chinese Grassroots Support for Trump
through the Lens of Digital Diplomacy”

Li Xiaoyu, Graduate Student, International Studies College, National
University of Defense Technology

“Motivations, Practices, and Dilemmas of the United States’ Quantum
Technology Competition with China Against the Background of China-U.S.
Science and Technology Competition”

Panel 12: Undergraduate Forum
Venue: Room 313, SEIS Building

Moderator/Commentator: Zhang Keqing, Lecturer, ASC, BFSU
Panelists:

Si Boyu, SEIS, BFSU

“Meat-Egg-Dairy Consumption and Mental Health Outcomes among

American Older Adults: Exploring Gender Disparities”

Li Zeyu, Sichuan University

“"US-China Educational Exchanges Amid Tensions: Exploring Pathways for
Sustaining and Stabilizing International Talent Development”

Yang Pufan, Sichuan University

“The Power of ‘Beautiful’: Symbolism, History, and Future Pathways for
U.S.-China People-to-People Engagement”

Kang Yumeng, Sichuan University

“The difficulties and breakthroughs of cross-cultural communication in

sports diplomacy between Chinese and American youth - with empirical
studies of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics and the 2023 Chengdu FISU
World University Games as examples.”

Fu Ziyang, the School of History, Capital Normal University

“The Tradition and Inheritance of the History Department of Southwest
Associated University: A Study Centered on Lei Haizong and Ho Pingti”

Le Yi, Sichuan University

“Mechanisms and paths for promoting China-Us exchanges and cooperation
through digital diplomacy”

Zhou Yuhe, Department of International Relations, Sichuan University

“The Evolution of U.S.-China Relations in the Indo-Pacific under
Minilateralism: A Multidimensional Analysis of Cooperation, Competition,
and Confrontation”

14



10:00-10:30 Tea Break [Lecture Hall, 3™ Floor, BFSU Library]

10:30-11:20 Plenary Session III
Venue: Lecture Hall, 3™ Floor, BFSU Library

Chair: Rosie Levine, Executive Director, USCET

Prof. Robert Daly, Director, Wilson Center’s Kissinger Institute on China
"Implications of the 2024 Elections on U.S. China Relations”

Prof. Xie Tao, Professor and Dean, the School of International Relations and
Diplomacy, BFSU

"Democratic backsliding and America’s declining Greatness”
10:20-11:50 Panel Wrap-Ups

Jian Ning, Qi Hao, Wang Yige, Guo Xinyi and Zhang Keqing, ASC, BFSU
11:50-12:00 Closing Remarks:

Julia Chang Bloch, Executive Chair, USCET

12:30-13:45 Lunch [Buffet at BFSU Staff Cafeteria]
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Celebrating the 20™ Anniversary of the American Studies Network

Connecting People, Cultures and Ideas:

Re-Examining Sino-American Exchange

October 25-27, 2024, Beijing

Co-sponsored by
Beijing Foreign Studies University & US-China Education Trust

Abstracts for Plenary and Panel Sessions

Plenary Session I

Keynote 1
Living U.S.-China Relations: From Cold War to Cold War

David M. Lampton

Professor Emeritus and Senior Research Fellow, Johns Hopkins University

Lampton’s Living U.S.-China Relations: from Cold War to Cold War examines the evolution
of U.S.-China relations over the past eight presidential administrations. It addresses a prevalent
critique within the United States, that suggests U.S. policymakers misinterpreted China's political
trajectory, potentially compromising American interests and national security. The author presents
a fact-based analysis that aims to provide a more comprehensive understanding of this complex
relationship.

The work explores U.S.-China relations beyond state-to-state diplomacy, examining the
societal connections that have shaped the relationship over time. It argues that the interplay
between these two nations is multifaceted and cannot be reduced to a single narrative of policy
successes or failures. As of 2023, the book notes increasing geopolitical tensions between the U.S.
and China and unresolved issues, global instability, and mutual mistrust have created conditions
that could potentially lead to conflict.

Drawing from nearly sixty years of personal experience engaging with both American and
Chinese societies, Lampton offers a perspective on the historical context of current developments
in U.S.-China relations. This approach aims to provide insights into how the relationship has
evolved over time and the factors that have influenced its current state.

Key words: U.S.-China relations, strategic competition, societal interactions, geopolitics,
diplomacy
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Keynote 2
People of Paradox: The Impact upon US-China Relations and Some Suggestions

Wang Bo
Professor & Director of the Center for American Studies, College of International Studies,

National University of Defense Technology

The unique history and culture of the United States contribute to its distinct national character.
One notable aspect of this character is the paradoxical nature of the American people.

For example, Americans have a high expectation for their government, as Lincoln stated in
his Gettysburg Address: “that government of the people, by the people and for people shall not
perish from the earth.” Conversely, Americans harbor skepticism towards their government,
reflecting Thomas Paine’s assertion in Common Sense that “Government is a necessary evil.”
This sentiment was effectively capitalized on by Trump, who won the presidential election in 2016.
Americans are such that it is difficult for them to trust a big government or a government with a
different political system, significantly impacting American foreign policies.

Moreover, while Americans believe that all men are created equal, inequality persists in
various forms. For example, colored Americans have long faced unequal treatment, and racial
discrimination remains an unpleasant reality. During the pandemic, Asian Americans including
Chinese Americans were among the first to be targeted in hate crimes. Americans are such that
they do not treat non-Whites equally. Other examples of inequality could be easily identified.

Additionally, Americans value the unity of the government. However, since the founding of
the nation, American politicians have always seen differently. Currently, the two major political
parties are very antagonistic, often disagreeing on important issues. Division of opinions and
disagreement might be everyday politics. It is hard for people in other countries to understand
American politics. Americans are such that they may not well understand the unity of the Chinese
government and its people.

The paradox of America has a huge impact upon US-China relations, which makes American
policy towards China changeable, unstable and unpredictable. Some American politicians are
always suspicious of Chinese policy and the sincerity of Chinese people. During and after the
pandemic, the US-China relations had degraded.

Suggestions: It is recommended that people-to-people relations, especially among the younger
generation, be encouraged. For example, Generation Z in America is increasingly playing an
independent and important role in political elections and political issues. They represent the future
of sound US-China relations.

Moreover, both sides should take their best to nurture shared memories, particularly positive
ones. Historically, Chinese students studied in America using the Boxer Indemnity funds, and this
group contributed enormously to Modern China. Additionally, China and the US were close allies
during the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, and the story of Flying Tigers should
be remembered by both sides. Furthermore, some Chinese people in Quzhou of Zhejiang Province
risked their lives to save American pilots during the Doolittle Raid. Edgar Snow, a famous writer,
played a key role in promoting US-China relations during the Chinese Communist Party’s Yan’an
era before liberation and also in the new People’s Republic of China. All this should be well

remembered.
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Last but not the least, it is very meaningful to promote American Studies in China and Chinese
Studies in America. A lack of deep understanding of each other may lead to misunderstandings,
misconceptions, and miscalculations in policy-making. In 2022, Country and Region Studies
became an interdisciplinary field in China, and American Studies should be a very important part
of it. However, American Studies still has a long way to go in China. Recognizing the importance
and insufficiency, I created an academic forum six years ago, known as American Studies and
International Studies Forum, which has become a shared platform for scholars in China. Studies
of American history and culture are especially encouraged. Through the platform, we have
promoted many academic exchanges for both teachers and students in American Studies in China.
Cooperation with ASN in the near future is also highly expected.

Key Words: People of Paradox, US-China relations, American Studies in China

Keynote 3
Addressing Global Challenges:

U.S.-China Civil Society Cooperation in an Era of Geopolitical Tension

Elizabeth Knup
Senior Advisor to China Focus at the Carter Center

Senior Advisor to the University of Pennsylvania's Project on the Future of US-China Relations

This presentation will explore the critical role of civil society, nonprofit organizations, and
foundations in fostering cooperation between the United States and China on pressing global
challenges. Despite geopolitical tensions, these non-governmental entities serve as vital bridges,
facilitating collaboration on issues of mutual concern such as poverty alleviation, climate change,
and education. Since the early 1970’s, NGOs and civil society actors have played an instrumental
role in U.S.-China relations. Can non-governmental cooperation again play a role in addressing
shared global challenges and contributing to a more stable and prosperous world?

As the world's two largest economies and carbon emitters, efforts undertaken by the United
States and China will be crucial to creating a more equitable and sustainable world. In the arena of
climate change, technological innovation, policy coordination, and sustainable development
practices, generated by the United States and China have the power to shape the course of the
global fight against rising temperatures. Collaborative research, joint-initiatives, and academic
studies undertaken by the U.S. and China scientist and scholars have greatly strengthen knowledge
in arenas such as public health.

Yet, amid the broader downturn in U.S.-China relations, civil society collaboration has
become more strained. How are the United States and China now approaching transnational issues?
Is cooperation still possible? What is the path forward for civil society, philanthropy, and nonprofit
organizations in the U.S. and China?

Key words: U.S.-China relations, civil society, climate change, geopolitics, global good
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Plenary Session II

Keynote 4
Stranded in the Cold War: a Psycho-historical Analysis of the Life Course of
the Core Members of Chinese Scientific Workers’ Association in USA

FU Meirong

Professor and Director of the American Studies Center, Beijing Foreign Studies University

Abstract: When the People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949, thousands of Chinese
youths who embarked on their scholarly journey in America at the end of World War II faced
tough choice and unknown future. Focusing on 65 core members of the Chinese Scientific
Workers’ Association in USA, this study explores their leave-or-stay decision and subsequent life
course from the perspective of psychohistory. It finds that political factors on the part of both
China and the United States, among other things, had prominent impact on their decision to return
or remain. While the 55 returnees endured unexpected hardship and trauma back in China, they
generally felt no regret for their choice and experience, which reflects their China complex, sense
of guilt, pride in career achievement and awareness of self-protection. The 10 individuals who
remained in the US spent the golden period of their lives contributing to American
competitiveness in various fields, and upon resumption of China-US relations in the 1970s, most
of them strived to foster people to people exchanges and technological cooperation between the
two countries, largely driven by deep-seated homesickness and love for motherland, as well as the

feeling of "perpetual foreigner" in the U.S.

Key words: American educated Chinese students, leave or stay decision, the Chinese Scientific
Workers’ Association in USA, History of mentality

Keynote 5
Chinese Students in American Higher Education

Yingyi Ma
Professor and Graduate Director, Syracuse University

Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Brookings Institute

Over the past decade, a wave of Chinese international undergraduate students—mostly
self-funded—has swept across American higher education. From 2005 to 2015, undergraduate
enrollment from China rose from under 10,000 to over 135,000. In 2019, prior to the COVID-19
pandemic, more than 370,000 Chinese students were present on U.S. campuses. The pandemic and
U.S-China bilateral tensions have driven Chinese students’ enrollment down and now India has
surpassed China in sending the largest international students to the U.S., despite the fact that the
U.S still remains the top destination for Chinese students studying abroad.
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This privileged yet diverse group of young people from a changing China must navigate the
complications and confusions of their formative years while bridging the two most powerful
countries in the world. In Ambitious and Anxious, the sociologist Yingyi Ma offers a multifaceted
analysis of this new wave of Chinese students based on research in both Chinese high schools and
American higher-education institutions. Ma argues that these students’ experiences embody the
duality of ambition and anxiety that arises from transformative social changes in China. Ma will
discuss what is the impact of U.S.-China people-to-people connectivity through higher education?
How have tensions in U.S.-China relations impacted this essential pillar of connectivity?

Key words: American higher education, education systems, study abroad, student

experiences, policy implications

Keynote 6
Educational Exchanges Between China & US: Challenges and Opportunities

Shi Yi
Professor & Director of the Center for American Studies, China Foreign Affairs University

This presentation addresses the evolving landscape of educational exchanges between China
and the United States, particularly in light of recent challenges and opportunities. Celebrating the
20th anniversary of the ASN, I reflect on the profound impact of educational exchange since
China’s Reform and Opening Up in 1978. Despite China remaining the top-sending country of
international students to the US, recent statistics reveal a concerning decline, particularly amidst
geopolitical tensions and the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. The presentation analyzes
factors contributing to this downturn, including stringent visa policies from the Trump
Administration and rising international competition for Chinese students, among other factors.
The presentation emphasizes the importance of fostering mutual understanding through
educational exchange and suggests potential initiatives at both governmental and institutional
levels, especially focusing on high school students, to revitalize these crucial relationships. By
advocating for balanced and robust educational exchanges, we aim to strengthen cultural
diplomacy and collaboration between our two nations, ultimately contributing to a more stable
global landscape.
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Plenary Session III

Keynote 7
Implications of the 2024 Elections on U.S. China Relations

Robert Daly

Director, Wilson Center s Kissinger Institute on China

The 2024 U.S presidential and congressional elections offer American voters a stark choice
between candidates whose visions for America, leadership styles, and policy instincts differ
sharply. Vice President Harris and former President Trump represent parties, however, which share
a broad consensus on U.S.-China relations—a consensus which has led some Chinese to say that,

”»

from China’ s perspective, the election offers “a choice between two bowls of poison.” It is true
that both candidates frame China as a strategic competitor for the U.S. That does not mean they
will approach China in the same ways.

A change of administrations always offers an opportunity for a change in tone and direction.
New personnel, new ideas, and shifting domestic and international pressures make it likely that
2025 will mark a new phase in bilateral relations. This will present new opportunities and
challenges to China.

What would a Harris or Trump administration portend for U.S.-China relations? Which factors
in the relationship are determined by history and the core interests of both countries and which are
subject to change depending on individual leaders? What domestic and global forces are likely to
shape policies in Washington and Beijing and, lastly, how can the China Studies community in the
United States and America Studies community in China influence policymakers amid this tense
backdrop?

Key words: American elections, U.S.-China relations, diplomacy, global order

Keynote 8
Democratic backsliding and America’s declining Greatness

Xie Tao
Professor and Dean of the School of International Relations and Diplomacy, BFSU

Trump’s 2016 campaign slogan “Make America Great Again” undoubtedly represents the
aspirations of many frustrated Americans. But America is on a trajectory of declining greatness,
and neither Trump nor Biden—or their successors for that matter—can make America great again.
America’s declining greatness is most conspicuous in three crucial aspects: gerontocracy,
democratic backsliding, and reduced international legitimacy. That America is no longer great
does not mean that it will lose its sovereignty. Rather it means America cannot escape the
inevitable historical cycle of hegemonic rise and decline. Having regarded itself—and having
being used to be regarded—as a great country, America may not be psychologically prepared for
declining greatness. Thus before resigning itself to the fact that it is no longer great—nor can it be
forever great—America may experience an extended period of painful adaption, which will likely

bring about fresh turmoil to an already chaotic world.
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Panel 1

U.S.-China Educational and Academic Exchange: A History

1
In his Wake: F. Chang and Academic Exchange between US and China

Jennie Wang
Professor, Founder BILINGUAL ACADEMY PRESS

UC-China Education Trust was originally founded under the name of F. Chang (1900-1983)
by Julia Chang and Stuart Bloch. As the first beneficiary of Uncle F. Chang’s return to Beijing in
1978, when he proposed to Den Xiaoping, then head of the state, to offer a private sponsorship for
me to study in America, I feel obligated to recall his legacy of opening the door for millions of
non-government sponsored students to come abroad in a new era. He himself was a government
sponsored student to study in US as early as the end of Qing dynasty (1911). Graduating from
Harvard Law School in 1917, he became China’s expert on international laws, and an awesome
diplomat and statesman. What is his original vision and historical mission? What ambition did he
cherish, where did he stand, and what did he accomplish? What challenges and pitfalls did he
encounter? What can we do today to sustain his independent stand relating to US and China? I
have done some research, published two memoirs—-*“The Education of Jennie Wang: Memoirs of
a Good Student” and “License Plate Number One: Stories of Old Shanghai.” I would like to share
my perceptions, propositions and experience as a student and scholar in his wake, focusing on our
principle in US-China relations, tackle some concepts that may stand in the way of academic
exchanges today, such as nationalism, patriotism, intellectual property, “Laws” and funding. If I
may, make a couple of recommendations to both sides.

2
Scholars of Western history who studied in the United States during the
Republican period and the American tradition of Western historiography —A
Case Study of Six Doctoral Dissertations

Yang Zhao
Associate Professor of School of History, Beijing Foreign Studies University

History is a discipline with a longstanding tradition in China. However, the Republican
period witnessed a massive influx of academic norms and discourses originating in Western
historiography, which both interacted and conflicted with traditional Chinese historiographical
methods. As a result, in Republican China, the historiographical discipline saw a veritable fusion
of East and West and made significant progress, as reflected in the many outstanding historical
works and skilled historians which appeared during this era. Chinese scholars who studied history
in the United States played a crucial intermediary role in this process. Mainland Chinese scholars
have already studied this group of intellectuals of the Republican era in some detail. That said,
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most of the available studies have focused on scholars who went to the United States to study
Chinese history and the impact they had on Chinese historiography after their return home. As
such, little to no attention has been paid to the significant number of scholars who spent their time
in the United States researching Western history and were thus more thoroughly schooled in
Western scholarship not only on a methodological level, but also in terms of the content of their
research. After returning to China or when teaching in the United States, some of these scholars
continued studying Western history, while others turned to the field of Chinese history.
Nevertheless, their academic training contributed greatly to the development of Chinese
historiography, as is especially evident in the case of the development of the discipline of world
history in China. This article attempts to examine the doctoral dissertations of several scholars
who were primarily engaged in Western history research during their time as students in the
United States. It will explore how the academic tradition of Western history in the United States
influenced the birth of world history as a discipline in China.
Key words: the Republican period, Western historiography, Doctoral Dissertations

3
Restoring A Relationship: Motivations and Negotiations of Re-Establishing
U.S.-China Student Exchanges, 1970-1980

Smeets Koen
Graduate Student of Silk Road School of Renmin University of China

This paper provides a comprehensive overview of the motivations and negotiations behind
the re-establishment of U.S.-China academic exchanges in the late 1970s, based on interviews
with key American negotiators.

The re-opening of these exchanges was driven by both political and economic factors on both
sides. For China, the primary impetus was the need for technological advancement to driv
economic development and enhance security against the Soviet Union. As part of Deng Xiaoping's
broader policy of Reform and Opening Up, educational exchanges were seen as crucial for
training elite Chinese scholars and scientists at top American institutions, facilitating the transfer
of knowledge and technology. For the U.S., motivations included improving research capabilities
on China, training experts to better navigate U.S.-China relations, and fostering closer ties with
China as a strategic buffer during the Cold War.

The re-establishment of academic exchanges was built on earlier cultural, scientific, and
academic delegations that began in the early 1970s. These efforts culminated in the formal
resumption of student exchanges in 1978. Although negotiations of student exchanges began in
1976, they were put on hold during the Ford Administration. These negotiations resumed when
Deng Xiaoping proposed large-scale student exchanges to Frank Press, during Press’ visit where
he led the highest-ranking science delegation sent by the United States to date.

Immediately following Press’s delegation departure, representatives from Stanford University
arrived to negotiate the first formal exchange agreement with the Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS). This agreement became the foundation for broader academic cooperation between
American and Chinese universities, eventually shaping the general guidelines negotiated in 1978.
By that year, over 8,000 Chinese students were studying in the United States, and 80
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school-to-school relationships had been established. The Fulbright program was re-established
shortly after, which enabled Prof. Mei Renyi to study American history at Yale University from
1982 to 1983 as China’s first Fulbright Scholar after normalisation.

Key words: U.S.-China relations; Academic relations; Student exchanges; Reform and
Opening Up; People-to-people diplomacy; Oral history

4
China’s Third Wave of Studying in America and Returning to China The
History of the West Culture Munication to China in the Middle 20th Century

Cheng Hon, Liu Zhi-guang
Beijing Great Wall Enterprise Strategy Institute, Peking University

In the study of the history of Chinese modern and contemporary study abroad, it occupied the
main part of the study abroad history that the study of studying in the U.S. in the mid-20th century.
This report mainly expounded the stages of the wave of studying in the U.S. and the classification
of the overseas students. provided an overview of the five waves of study in the U.S., details the
history of the third wave, described the situation of non-degree study abroad, including
engineering and technical personnel going to theU.S. for internship and training, and military
personnel going to theU.S. for training in combat technical skills, presented the study and life
history of Chinese students in theU.S., summarized the contributions made by overseas students to
the construction of new China after their return home land, addressed the relationship between

homecoming or emigrating and national feelings.
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Panel 2

U.S.-China Cultural Exchange: A History

1
Crossing Cultures in China: Christian Community and Communist Allegiance in
the Life of Isabel Brown Crook (1915-2023)

Jane Hunter
Professor of Lewis and Clark College

In 2019, the People’s Republic of China inaugurated its 70th birthday with a ceremony in the
Great Hall of the People honoring “Heroes and Old Friends of China.” Xi Jinping presented the
award to each honoree, the oldest of whom was Isabel Crook. At age 103, Crook was likely the
only attendee who had personally witnessed both the victorious entry of the Peoples’ Liberation
Army troops into Beijing in 1949 and Mao Zedong’s later announcement at the Gate of Heavenly
Peace of the founding of the People’s Republic.

Isabel Crook died last summer, and since then she has been widely honored in China. Years
ago | saw the bust of David Crook and the bench honoring “Comrade Isabel” on this campus and I
gather a bust will be joining it soon. It was at Beiwai that I first met her in 2013, and talked with
her during visits to Beijing over many years. Courtesy of her sons, I have also read the
extraordinary archive of letters and diaries kept by Isabel, her parents, and her sisters.

Daughter of Canadian Methodist missionaries, Isabel Brown was born and raised in Chengdu.
As was custom, she spent much of her university years back in Canada preparing for a future there.
An anthropology elective, however, changed that. Overcome by her ignorance about the land of
her birth, she abandoned alternative plans and resolved to return to China to learn. She conducted
field trips in the Tibetan foothills, and joined an all-Chinese Christian rural project outside of
Chongqing. But she could not believe in her family’s Christian faith, and converted to communism
in the 1940s. She had fallen in love with and married David Crook, a Jewish Communist. Together,
they documented land reform in the “liberated” areas during the final years of the Revolution. And
after victory, they remained in China as English faculty at Beiwai.

I am interested in the central question of Isabel Crook’s life: How did a devoted missionary
daughter become a loyal supporter of the Chinese Communist Party? And what do hybrid lives
such as hers offer today in an increasingly polarized world?

Like other missionary families, Isabel’s parents immersed their children in Christian doctrine
and family prayer. But they also practiced the “Social Gospel”: the belief that Christians needed to
address the /ives as well as the souls of converts. As she experienced life outside the missionary
compound, it proved impossible not to connect this message of social change with the
revolutionary message of the Communist Party. Reflecting on the disparities of her position as a
Western woman in China heightened her sense of the inadequacy of spiritual measures alone to
change gross social and economic inequities.

Isabel later acknowledged, “I have been so lucky. I wouldn’t exchange my experiences for
anything.” She included everything in those experiences—her close-knit family, her original and
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adopted faiths, her partnership with David, their decision to return to China— even her time in
detention during the Cultural Revolution. Why might she show such understanding? In enduring
hardship during those years she was showing solidarity with the Chinese people, demonstrating
that she belonged to an adopted country that had once seemed beyond her reach.

Key words: Isabel Brown Crook, crossing cultures, identity, transnational, religion,

Christianity, Communism, missionaries, North American

2
General Stilwell’s Legacy and People to People Relations between US and China

Kaimeng Huang
Stilwell Scholar and International Advisor of General Stilwell Scholarship Committee at
Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey, CA, USA

General Stilwell (52 it 5K %) is the commander-in-chief of China-Burma-India Theatre
during WWII. As an American general, he made important contribution to Chinese people” s fight
against the Japanese invasion. In his life, he made 7 trips to China (some with his whole family)
and stayed in China for 11 years total, during which he developed deep respect for the Chinese
people and culture.  General Stilwell’s daughters carried on his legacy and set up General
Stilwell Scholarship at Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey (MIIS) in 1982,
for helping Chinese students pursue graduate studies in the US.  After General Stilwell’s
daughters passed away, General Stilwell’s grandson John Easterbrook has worked to expand the
scholarship tirelessly. The scholarship has benefited over 60 Chinese students over the past 40
years. As a Stilwell scholarship recipient and BFSU alumni, I have been working with Stilwell’s
descendants on fundraising and sel