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INTRODUCTION
The US-China Education Trust (USCET), in cooperation with the China Foreign Affairs
University (CFAU), convened the Sixteenth American Studies Network (ASN) Conference in the
form of an extended webinar, because of continuing Covid-related travel restrictions. It took place
over two three-hour sessions on June 11, 2022 (Beijing Time), corresponding to the evening of
June 10 and the morning of June 11, US EDT.
The topic, Nixon and China Plus 50: Reflections on Five Decades of US-China Relations,
utilized the notable 50th anniversary of President Richard Nixon’s historic visit to China as a device
to explore highs and lows of the relationship and to reflect on lessons for the future. The conference
was organized around four topics of significance to both nations, each addressed in 45-minute
panel discussions featuring one Chinese and one American presenter, with an expert moderator
and the supplementary remarks of a designated commentator. USCET primarily recruited
American specialists for the four panels and CFAU did the same for the Chinese specialists.
Thanks to CFAU’s efforts to include additional Chinese scholars from many institutions, two
special ‘Moderated Discussion’ segments were added, one at the conclusion of each of the two
halves of the conference, drawing upon the wisdom and experience of numerous highly respected
Chinese academic specialists.
In all, 25 distinguished American and Chinese experts took part in six hours of discussions. Many
of them have studied and played an active role in US-China relations for decades, and enjoyed
lengthy professional relationships and friendships. The conference also included the voices of
younger scholars and experts, to form a diverse group overall in terms of age, experience, and
political leanings.
No one involved in this conference, whether in the US or in China, was under any illusion as to
the current state of US-China government-to-government relations, now at their lowest point since
the frozen relations of the early 1970s preceding the Nixon-Mao breakthrough. But many
welcomed the opportunity to participate in the event itself, as it provided an increasingly rare
opportunity for experts from the US and China to engage directly on specific issues of mutual
importance, to express opinions on achievements and missteps in the relationship, and to give
policy recommendations and personal prescriptions for the future. The conversations ranged from
hopeful to pointed, frustrated, nostalgic, pessimistic, and regretful, but always collegial.
While dialogue alone will not solve all problems, USCET and CFAU are committed to the idea
that dialogue must be an integral part of any effort to build greater US-China understanding and
lower the risk of miscalculation. This is an important goal of every ASN conference.
The event was off the record and was conducted in English.
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Dr. SHI Yi, Professor and Director of the Undergraduate Affairs Office, China Foreign Affairs
University
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Dr. Jennifer Turner, Director of the China Environment Forum, Wilson Center
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National Development and Security Studies, Jilin University
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Host Introduction: Madelyn C. Ross, US-China Education Trust
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Panel 3: Perspectives On US-China Economic Ties: Then and Now
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Chinese Speaker: Prof. ZHA Daojiong, Peking University
American Speaker: Prof. Stephen Roach, Yale University
Commentator: Prof. SUN Jisheng, China Foreign Affairs University
Discussion and Q&A

9:40

Break

9:45

Moderated Discussion 2: Session Two Reflections and Reassessment:
Moderator: Prof. SHI Yi, China Foreign Affairs University
Discussants:
Prof. DA Wei, Tsinghua University
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Prof. SUN Jisheng, China Foreign Affairs University
Amb. Julia Chang Bloch, US-China Education Trust
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SESSION ONE
Introductory Remarks
Ambassador Julia Chang Bloch, US-China Education Trust
Professor SUN Jisheng, China Foreign Affairs University
Government to government relations may fracture, but people to people relations
endure.
We hope that by re-thinking and re-evaluating, we can draw inspiration to think about
the challenges facing both our countries and the world.
In her opening remarks, Ambassador Julia Chang Bloch noted that this conference was born in
2018 on the campus of East China Normal University during the 15th ASN Conference, whose
topic was The Impact of Education Exchange on US-China Relations. Since that time, educational
exchanges have been severely challenged, and Sino-American relations are at their lowest ebb
since the 1970s, before Nixon’s historic trip. Today, the relationship is verging on the catastrophic.
In American politics, intense criticism of China is now one of the few shared bipartisan issues in
Washington.
In these times, US-China education exchange is needed more than ever for building mutual
understanding. In that spirit, Ambassador Bloch expressed the hope that this conference will keep
the channels of communication open, and provide an opportunity to share new ideas and research,
make connections, learn from each other, and exchange best practices to resolve differences for
the future.
China Foreign Affairs University Vice President Sun Jisheng delivered her opening remarks later
in Session One due to technical issues. She noted the importance of this topic to CFAU and its
graduates. Established in 1955, CFAU alumni serve as diplomats all over the world, and more than
500 have been appointed as ambassadors.
Like Ambassador Bloch, Vice President Sun noted the difficulties that US-China relations have
encountered in recent years. She expressed the belief that strengthening communication and
dialogue obviously serves the interest of both countries and the whole world. She added her hope
that the theme of the webinar – reflections and reassessments of the past five decades of US-China
relations – will allow scholars from both countries to deepen understanding and contribute to the
future stable and peaceful development of bilateral relations.

10

Panel One: Is There Opportunity in Crisis? Responses to Environmental Challenges
Moderator: Prof. WANG Dong, Peking University
Chinese Speaker: Prof. ZOU Xiaolong, Jilin University
American Speaker: Dr. Jennifer Turner, Wilson Center
Commentator: Prof. ZHU Feng, Nanjing University

The problem is whether or not economic and environmental protection cooperation can
positively modify a confrontational policy narrative between both sides.
No country is invulnerable to climate change and its consequences, despite its economic
and military might.
The first Panel Discussion revolved around the question, Is there Opportunity in Crisis?
Responses to Environmental Challenges. Reminded that the word for “crisis” in Chinese consists
of two characters – one meaning “peril” and the other meaning “opportunity” – this session
explored whether, in times of critical difficulty, opportunities can be pursued jointly by the two
countries in an area where the need is urgent and the benefits to all are clear.
This session was moderated by Professor Wang Dong of Peking University, with remarks by
Professor Zou Xiaolong of Jilin University and Dr. Jennifer Turner, head of the China
Environment Forum at The Woodrow Wilson Center. Professor Zhu Feng of Nanjing University
served as the commentator.
The discussion was frank and sometimes blunt, combining positive affirmations of the vital
importance of Sino-American cooperation with a cooler realism as to the difficulties that
cooperative environmental projects face in a time of growing government-to-government
disconnection. China’s relatively straight-line approach to environmental policy was contrasted
with America’s pendulum-like policy swings. But environmental cooperation has really been
energized from the bottom up, one speaker asserted: from NGOs, think tanks, research centers,
universities, and foundations. A lively discussion of the achievements and possibilities inherent in
sub-national environmental cooperation (between states or provinces, for example, or between
cities in both countries) was tempered by the challenges posed by current procedural obstacles
such as visa restrictions occasioned by Covid and other factors effectively preventing direct
interactions between would-be cooperation partners.
The concluding conversation period took on a positive tone, as speakers from both countries
pointed to the potential of G-20 cooperation and opportunities in specific sectors such as the
production of minerals and rare earths, now central to global scientific and economic advancement.
The discussion took note of the important role that non-governmental organizations have
performed in identifying and pursuing opportunities for Sino-American cooperation on
environmental issues in previous years.
Participants joined in identifying a set of concerns, including agriculture, smart buildings, and
transportation, in which bilateral cooperation has been and can still be mutually beneficial, whether
11

at the national, sub-national, or NGO levels. All participants were soberly cognizant of the
overarching challenges imposed by the wide-ranging effects of deterioration in bilateral
government relations.
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Panel Two: Different Times, Changing Societies
Moderator: Prof. FU Meirong, Beijing Foreign Studies University
Chinese Speaker: Prof. JIA Qingguo, Peking University
American Speaker: Prof. Suisheng Zhao, University of Denver

History often changes course through certain events at critical times. President
Nixon’s visit was such an event. It kicked off a process that changed history.
Both the US and China are now guilty of over-confidence.
The intent of the organizers in setting up this session was to encourage a look back at the societal
conditions of the United States and of China at the time of the Nixon visit to China in 1972, and
to explore changes in each society that came about as a result of the US-China relationship in the
half-century since.
This session was moderated by Professor Fu Meirong of Beijing Foreign Studies University, with
remarks from two principal presenters, Professor Jia Qingguo of Peking University and Professor
Suisheng Zhao of the University of Denver. The planned commentator, Professor Zhou Qi of
Tongji University, was unable to take part at the last moment because of technical difficulties.
This session offered a particularly rich exchange of personal perspectives. The two panelists spoke
powerfully to the vast changes that had unfolded over fifty years, especially in the PRC but also
in the US, and the impacts of these changes upon public attitudes and perceptions, as well as on
their personal trajectories.
The discussion noted that optimism followed the Nixon visit in both countries, as well as eagerness
to seek exchange opportunities on both sides. Nixon and Mao recognized that the two countries
had huge interests in stabilizing the relationship and improving it, and both governments were
generally committed to gradually working out problems over the decades of engagement, even
though crises that punctuated the relationship such as the 1989 Tiananmen tragedy, the US
bombing of the PRC Embassy in Belgrade in 1999, and the EP-3 aircraft crisis of 2001. Although
we still have huge interests in working together and negative risk if we do not, leaders of the two
countries no longer see the necessity of making compromises and taking pragmatic approaches to
manage their differences in the present climate of distrust and mutual recrimination.
While the speakers called on both sides to take responsibility for this deterioration, the discussion
concluded with an emphasis on the need to diminish “ideology” and enhance “pragmatism” in
managing US-China disagreements.
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Moderated Discussion 1: Session One Reflections and Reassessments
Moderator: Madelyn C. Ross, US-China Education Trust
Discussants:
Prof. LIU Debin, Jilin University
Prof. ZHAO Mei, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
Prof. ZHAO Kejin, Tsinghua University
Prof. WANG Dong, Peking University
A new engagement consensus based on mutual respect and reciprocity needs to be
forged between China and the United States in the years to come.
We should be prepared for post-Covid engagement. People to people exchange should
take the lead in the recoupling of the two societies.
Four presenters from Chinese academic institutions provided their own diagnoses for the ills of
the bilateral relationship and offered their own prescriptions, drawing on points made in the
previous two panels. One speaker asked “What is the normal state of US-China relations?" and
went on to wonder if it may be a state of tension and mistrust, rather than the relative trust and
cooperation that prevailed during the decades of engagement.
China’s rise is different from that of other great powers in the past, argued one scholar. Chinese
scholars themselves are trying hard to understand their own country, a developing nation trying to
find the best way to “grow up” by learning from others. Another discussant bluntly asserted that
the term “liberal international order” so often referred to by the United States was inaccurate,
inward-looking, and exclusionary, since China, Russia, and others were not included within it.
One presenter noted that both countries are now largely preoccupied with domestic politics, which
drives foreign policy decisions and complicates their bilateral relations. Another argued that US
policy experts fundamentally misunderstand China and its motivations. Several speakers urged the
US and China to seek reasonable solutions to their bilateral problems and to return to a long-term
perspective on the relationship. It was agreed that it was critically important to normalize peopleto-people exchanges as soon as possible. One presenter added that students should be encouraged
to continue studying in each other’s countries, to develop future leaders with direct understanding
of the other country.
There was a short but lively conversation in response to an audience question, asking whether the
relationship will only return to stability when one side decisively overtakes the other. “There is
no need to establish who is number one,” a presenter responded. The world is increasingly
connected and interdependent. As pointed out in Panel 1, environmental crises illustrate the many
issues that affect all of humanity and do not respect borders. There are no winners and losers. If
the US and China can conduct their relations as a positive sum game instead of a zero-sum game,
we will be better able to avoid worst-case scenarios.
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SESSION TWO
Panel 3: Perspectives on US-China Economic Ties, Then and Now
Moderator: Dr. Robert Kapp, US-China Education Trust
Chinese Speaker: Professor WANG Yong, Peking University
American Speaker: Arthur Kroeber, Gavekal Dragonomics
Commentator: Professor LI Wei, Renmin University

Economic interdependence, not only between the US and China but among all the Asia
Pacific countries, has become the foundation of stability, peace, and prosperity in the
region over the last 40 years.
Both sides have fallen prey to false narratives about how their enormous economic
success story has created harm, and both sides are now trapped in these narratives.
The focus of Panel 3 was chosen by the conference organizers to provide a chance to explore the
economic and trade relationship, long viewed as a clear example of mutual benefit and a bulwark
of US-China relations but now enmeshed in controversy and recrimination. The session was lively
and informative, introducing elements of retrospection and historical background as well as
prescriptions and policy suggestions for the future.
The panel featured experienced and accomplished presenters. Arthur Kroeber of Gavekal
Dragonomics, and Professor Wang Yong of Peking University were the panelists. Dr. Robert A.
Kapp, USCET advisor and former president of the US-China Business Council was the moderator,
and Professor Li Wei of Renmin University served as commentator.
The presenters agreed that responsibilities for easing the current adversarial US-China economic
relationship lay in both countries rather than one or the other nation. One theme explored in the
session was the current absence of “patient, creative diplomacy” at the highest levels of authority,
as compared to earlier decades. Speakers also concurred on the need to restore lower-level topical
interactions as well as high-level diplomatic efforts. As one presenter noted, by the 2010s, the US
and China had over 100 dialogues or interactions at various levels of government, the majority of
which had at least some economic component. These dialogues have all but been eliminated in the
past few years.
A return to greater economic cooperation will require visionary leadership, a sense of shared
interests, and a commitment to patient, difficult, diplomacy over the long run. But, as one speaker
noted, those conditions do not seem to be in place at the moment.
Another speaker noted that both the US and China had “winners” and “losers” as China entered
the global economy: American “winners” were especially Silicon Valley (advanced technology)
and Wall Street (finance), while China’s “losers” included both peasants and workers in stateowned enterprises. But China has employed more effective tools to protect those whose livelihoods
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were negatively affected by China’s “Reform and Opening,” especially since the PRC’s accession
to the World Trade Organization in 2001. The same observer noted that China had benefited more
from the WTO-defined “liberal order” than most countries, and urged China to improve its marketaccess regime by lowering barriers to market entry.
A final theme that emerged in this session was the reminder (if one was needed) of the vast benefits
that have accrued to both China and the US from the enormous expansion of economic ties between
the 1970s and the present.
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Panel 4: 50 Years of Bilateral Relations: Lessons Learned, Lessons Not Learned
Moderator: Prof. David Lampton, Johns Hopkins University
Chinese Speaker: Prof. ZHA Daojiong, Peking University
American Speaker: Prof. Stephen Roach, Yale University
Commentator: Prof. SUN Jisheng, China Foreign Affairs University
Our relationship will not work if it is based on ideology. That was one of the key things
Nixon and Mao agreed about.
The diversity of views on the Chinese side is not always well recognized.
Sometimes we use the same language but we mean different things. If we do not bridge
this gap, our dialogue will not be effective.

The final panel session was moderated by Emeritus Professor David M. Lampton of The Johns
Hopkins University, well known to all conference participants for his singular contributions to USChina relations and American knowledge of China. It also brought together a renowned Chinese
scholar of International Relations, Professor Zha Daojiong of Peking University, and a veteran
business practitioner and author, Mr. Stephen Roach of Yale University, around the theme, “50
Years of Bilateral Relations: Lessons Learned, Lessons Not Learned.” The commentator was
Professor Sun Jisheng, Vice President of China Foreign Affairs University.
The organizers’ intent in adopting this title for the concluding panel was self-evident in the
“Lessons Learned” formulation, but the formulation also sought to stimulate discussion about what
the US and China had failed to understand after a half-century of modern relations. The result was
a stimulating mix of historical summations and suggestions for the future.
The session opened with a provocative question—can scholars agree that the era of “constructive
engagement brought both economic and peace dividends to both nations?” Most of the ensuing
discussion leaned toward answering in the affirmative. The panelists agreed that the US-China
relationship will fail if it is based solely on ideology. Instead, one presenter argued that the two
nations must respect each other’s internal decisions, whether they agree with them or not. Another
pointed out that China’s leaders are preoccupied with consolidating the domestic legitimacy of the
CCP, and this has an impact on approaches to foreign policy.
The past fifty years have been the most fortunate and peaceful in China’s history, noted one
speaker, and US-China relations have been a key factor in China’s remarkably fast development.
They have also brought a peace dividend to the United States and the Asia Pacific region. The US
and China should recognize that they are “inescapable neighbors” and show empathy to each other.
They need to find ways to continue to coexist peacefully, even in cases where familiarity has bred
contempt between them.
Looking broadly at the future of US-China relations, one speaker argued that diplomacy is
“necessary but not sufficient.” Instead, the two countries should create an institutionalized high17

level Secretariat, that would set the framework for working out all types of problems and focus the
attention of senior leaders on specific and urgent problems.
What especially enlivened this session was the nuance of each speaker’s remarks, and the
willingness of all speakers to contemplate challenges and obstacles arising within their own
countries as well as in their trans-Pacific colleagues’ nations. This session offered food for thought
in its reflections on the historical evolution of US-China relations since Nixon, and in its discussion
of the systemic problems now evident in each country’s assessment of, and approach to, the other.
Even the language of bilateral communication came up for discussion since, as one speaker pointed
out, it is not uncommon for the two countries to find different meanings in the very same words
that they share when addressing one another
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Moderated Discussion 2: Session Two Reflections and Reassessments
Moderator: Prof Shi Yi, China Foreign Affairs University
Discussants:
Prof. DA Wei, Tsinghua University
Prof. XIE Tao, Beijing Foreign Studies University
Prof. ZHOU Qi, Tongji University
Prof. Ran Jijun, China Foreign Affairs University
Dr. Robert A. Kapp, US-China Education Trust

It’s very important when we talk to each other that we talk about our own countries, as
well as what we see in the other country.
There is a clear positive correlation between the [state of] bilateral relations and the
extent of the media interaction.
The Moderated Discussion following Session Two continued the lively and spontaneous quality
of the two panels in that session. As in the Moderated Discussion following Session One, this
discussion included observations primarily by Chinese scholars, occasioned by the presentations
in the previous two panels on the program. The dialogue was realistic, sober, and at times sharply
critical, yet remained collegial and informal.
The session began with the observation that the Cold War era coincidence of US and Chinese
foreign policy objectives, in which mistrust of the Soviet Union brought the countries together,
has given way to instability and different perspectives, as exemplified by the two countries’
“different understanding of the present Ukraine conflict.” A presenter urged the US and Chinese
militaries to urgently resume regular substantive dialogues. Several scholars expressed deep
frustration at what they saw as American misunderstanding of China’s actions and motives. One
noted that Chinese scholars must help Americans understand China’s determination to compete
peacefully. At the same time, US experts need to address China’s concern that the US is attempting
to “keep China down.”
Henry Kissinger’s strategic vision helped to turn two erstwhile enemies into partners in the 1970s,
said one scholar. He engineered a stunning diplomatic success that led to a fundamental
restructuring of the global political order--but it is time to move beyond his legacy and deal with
today’s very different geopolitical landscape.
The session closed with one participant’s observation that, at conferences such as this, it is
important for specialists to frankly discuss the problems and issues that their own respective
countries are dealing with internally, and not confine themselves solely to dissecting the policies
and behavior of the “other” country under discussion.
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Concluding Remarks
Prof. SUN Jisheng, China Foreign Affairs University
Ambassador Julia Chang Bloch, US-China Education Trust

We can agree that China-US relations are very important, not only for the two
countries but also for the rest of the world.
The tenor of our meeting has been somewhat pessimistic. But there is hope in the
candor, in the discussions, in the recommendations, that have come out from our
discussions.
By the end of this 16th American Studies Network Conference, a broad consensus had emerged
that embraced several basic understandings: the “Era of Engagement” that began in the 1970s has
come to an end; the smothering effect of “ideology” and “politics” on all concrete issues arising
between the two countries must be remediated; the notion of complete divorce of the United States
and China is both destructive and profoundly impractical; and each of the two countries must
grapple with its own domestic dilemmas on its own terms instead of assigning blame to the other
country.
In closing remarks, President Sun and Ambassador Bloch noted that the tensions that have built
up between the US and China have been extensively discussed in this meeting, but the participants
also saw reasons for hope and optimism.
While no one was under the illusion that conferences like this will markedly alter the trajectory of
bilateral relations, there was a consensus among participants that we must keep nongovernmental
bilateral discussions alive, as they are an integral component of a balanced, realistic relationship
between the two most powerful and influential nations on earth. Only by staying engaged can we
avoid serious misunderstandings, cooperate on critical areas, and keep inevitable areas of
competition and confrontation peaceful.
Both Professor Sun and Ambassador Bloch expressed hope for a future in which these two can
cooperate and compete in an atmosphere of mutual trust and constructive engagement that brings
benefits to both countries and to the world
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2018: The Impact of Education Exchange on US-China Relations: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow –
East China Normal University
2017: US-China Relations after the 2016 Elections: Trump, Congress and the Issues – Sichuan
University
2016: American Studies Network Weekend – Beijing Foreign Studies University
2015: Locality and Transnationality: New Approaches to Understanding US-China Relations – Peking
University
2014: Culture and US Relations with China and World – Zhejiang University
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