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Speaker Biographies: US Participants

Ambassador Julia Chang Bloch

President, US-China Education Trust

Julia Chang Bloch is President of the US-China Education Trust, a non-profit organization working in China to promote US-China relations through education. She also continues her affiliation with the University of Maryland as Ambassador-in-Residence of the Institute for Global Chinese Affairs.
She became the first Asian American to hold ambassadorial rank when President George Bush appointed her US Ambassador to the Kingdom of Nepal in 1989. Prior to that, she held various senior positions in the US Senate, the US Information Agency and the Agency for International Development. After 25 years in government service, Ambassador Bloch moved to the corporate sector in 1993, becoming Group Executive Vice President at the Bank of America. From 1996 to 1998, she served as President and CEO of the United States-Japan Foundation, a private grant making institution with $100 million in assets.
Beginning in 1998, Ambassador Bloch shifted her focus to China, first becoming Visiting Professor at the Institute for International Relations and Executive Vice Chairman of the American Studies Center at Peking University, and subsequently affiliating with Fudan University in Shanghai.

A native of China who came to the US at age nine, Ambassador Bloch earned a bachelor's degree in Communications and Public Policy from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1964, and a master's degree in Government and East Asia Regional Studies from Harvard University in 1967. She was awarded an honorary doctorate of Humane Letters from Northeastern University in 1986.

Dr. Walter J. Oleszek 
Senior Specialist, Congressional Research Service 

Walter J. Oleszek is senior specialist in American national government at the Congressional Research Service. In 1993, he served as policy director of the Joint Committee on the Organization of Congress. He is an adjunct professor of political science at American University and a frequent lecturer on political affairs. In addition to holding the position of senior specialist at CRS, Mr. Oleszek has an extensive background in consultancy work for both the United States House of Representatives and the US Senate, including the Commission on the Operation of the Senate and the House Commission on Administrative Review. 

Mr. Oleszek is the author of several books, including “Congressional Procedures and the Policy Process”, Fourth Edition (CQ Press, 1995). He is also co-author of “Congress and its Members”, Seventh Edition (CQ Press, 2000), with Roger H. Davidson as well as “Congress Under Fire: Reform Politics and the Republican Majority” (Houghton Mifflin, 1997), with C. Lawrence Evans.

Mr. Oleszek earned his PhD in Political Science and his BS in Social Science from the State University of New York, and holds an MA in Political Science from Michigan State University.

Thomas Mascolino, Esq.
Deputy Associate Solicitor, Division of Mine Safety and Health
Tom Mascolino is currently the Deputy Associate Solicitor in the Division of Mine Safety and Health, which is one of 12 national office divisions in the Labor Department’s Office of the Solicitor. He has been involved in legal issues concerning mine safety and health legislation for 35 years. He became Deputy Associate Solicitor in 1989 and prior to that time served as Trial Counsel for 15 years (beginning when the program was housed in the Interior Department). 

In 1971 he joined the Interior Department serving as Special Assistant to the Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals. He began his federal legal career as law clerk to the Honorable Edward S. Northrop of the District Court in Maryland and also as law clerk to the Honorable E. Barrett Prettyman. He is a 1968 graduate of Georgetown University Law Center (J.D.) and a 1965 graduate of the University of Steubenville (Ohio). He is married to the former Anne Bliss and has one grown son, Andrew, who lives in Memphis.

Mr. Mascolino has personally been involved in every major mine safety accident investigation since 1971, including the Sunshine Silver Mine Accident in 1972 (killing 91 miners) and the Wilberg Mine Fire Accident in 1984 (killing 27 miners). In addition, as Trial Litigation Counsel he supervised all significant litigation and personally was involved in virtually all major accident litigation. He was also assigned to serve as liaison to the Congressional committees drafting what was to become the Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977. He has met with and provided legal guidance to delegations from foreign governments including visitors from the People’s Republic of China. He has also assisted several major federal criminal prosecutions for willful violations of the Mine Act safety and health standards.
Claudia Hartley Thurber, Esq.
Former Counsel for Occupational Health Standards, OSHA, US Department of Labor
Claudia H. Thurber recently retired from the Department of Labor’s Office of the Solicitor, where she was the Counsel for Occupational Health Standards. Her work was with the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, one of the most active federal regulatory agencies. In addition to supervising attorneys and assisting the agency in its work, Ms. Thurber has been counsel to two advisory committees and liaison with the Office of Management and Budget on OSHA health and safety standards. 
Ms. Thurber’s OSHA standards projects have included major health standards for Benzene, 1,3 Butadiene, Bloodborne Pathogens, Field Sanitation and the very recently promulgated standard for Hexavalent Chromium. Safety standards include Accident Prevention Tags, Power Generation, Electrical Safety Work Practices and Fire Protection in Shipyards. Ms. Thurber has also participated in the development and review of numerous guidance documents from mold to Lyme disease. She has spoken on OSHA issues to her legal colleagues, OSHA stakeholder groups, and professional organizations. 

Prior to her OSHA work, Ms. Thurber was a professorial lecturer teaching Film and Politics at American University and she taught social studies and English at Georgetown Day School.

Ms. Thurber holds a JD from The Washington College of Law, American University, an MA in Political Science from the University of Maryland and a BA from Washington State University. She is a member of the Washington State Bar.

Dr. James A. Thurber

Professor, American University

James A. Thurber is Distinguished Professor of Government and Director of the Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies. He was the principal investigator of a seven year grant from The Pew Charitable Trusts to the Campaign Management Institute to study campaign conduct. 

Dr. Thurber has been on the faculty at American University since 1974 and was honored as the University Scholar/Teacher of the Year in 1996. He is a Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration. 
He is author and co-author of numerous books and more than seventy-five articles and chapters on Congress, congressional-presidential relations, congressional budgeting, congressional reform, interest groups and lobbying, and campaigns and elections. Recent publications that he has authored or edited include: “Campaign Consultants, Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Voters in American Elections” (with Candice J. Nelson and David A. Dulio, 2005); “Campaigns and Elections, American Style” (with Candice Nelson, 2004, 2nd Ed.); “Congress and the Internet” (with Colton Campbell, 2002); “Rivals for Power: Presidential-Congressional Relations”, Third Edition (2005); “The Battle for Congress: Consultants, Candidates, and Voters” (2001); “Crowded Airwaves: Campaign Advertising in Elections” (with Candice J. Nelson and David A. Dulio, 2000); and “Campaign Warriors: Political Consultants in Elections” (2000). 

Dr. Thurber earned a BS in political science from the University of Oregon and a PhD in political science from Indiana University and was an American Political Science Association Congressional Fellow. He has worked on four reorganization efforts for committees in the U.S. House and U.S. Senate from 1976 to present. He was Director of the Washington, DC based Human Affairs Research Centers of the Battelle Memorial Institute and served as acting Dean of the School of Government and Public Administration at American University.

