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MEC Conference Speaker Bios

Jacqui Banasynski holds the Knight Chair in Editing at the Missouri School of Journalism and is on the visiting
faculty of The Poynter Institute. She has worked as a reporter and editor for more than 30 years, most
recently as Associate Managing Editor of the The Seattle Times, where she was in charge of special projects

and staff development. While at the St. Paul Pioneer Press, her series "AIDS in the Heartland" - an intimate

look at the life and death of a gay farm couple - won the 1988 Pulitzer Prize in feature writing and a national
SPJ Distinguished Service Award. Banaszynski, a native of a Wisconsin farm village, is a 1974 graduate of Marquette
University. She leads workshops for editors and reporters around the world, is a regular presenter at APME NewsTrain and
the National Writers Workshops, has taught at API, the University of Kansas and the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, and

has served as a Pulitzer juror.

Deborah Nelson joined the faculty of the University of Maryland Philip Merrill College of Journalism after five
years as the Washington investigations editor for The Los Angeles Times. She also reported for the
Washington Post, Seattle Times and Chicago Sun-Times, and her national awards include a Pulitzer Prize for

Investigative Reporting. Nelson earned a B.S. in Journalism from Northern Illinois University and a J.D. from

DePaul University College of Law.
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Shai Oster is a Beijing-based correspondent for The Wall Street Journal, covering energy and the environment.
Before joining the Journal's China Bureau, Oster covered OPEC for Dow Jones Newswires in London. He
previously served as Beijing bureau chief for Asiaweek magazine and as Beijing correspondent for the Bureau

of National Affairs and the San Francisco Chronicle. The recipient of the George Polk Award for environmental

reporting and Asia Society's Osborn Elliott Award in 2008, he was also part of a team of Wall Street Journal
reporters that won a Pulitzer Prize in 2007 for International Reporting on China. A graduate of the Columbia University

Journalism School, Oster was born in Jerusalem and speaks Hebrew, French and Chinese.
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Victor Fung is the Program Director for the MA in International Journalism Studies and a Principle Lecturer in
the Department of Journalism at Hong Kong Baptist University. He has previously written and edited for

newspapers including the Asian Wall Street Journal, South China Morning Post and Ming Pao Daily News, and

spent seven years as Editor-in-Chief of Reader's Digest Asia. Fung got his Bachelor's degree in 1979 in
Journalism & Communication and English with First Class Honours from the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He later
obtained an M.Soc.Sc degree in Public Administration from the University of Hong Kong and an MPhil degree in

International Relations from the University of Cambridge.
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Nailene Chou Wiest (Zhou Nailing) is the director of Global Business Journalism at Tsinghua University. She
was a print journalist for more than 20 years, working for Knight Ridder Newspapers, Reuters and South
China Morning Post. For two years, she taught journalism at Hong Kong University and has been a visiting

fellow at the University’s Center for Asian Studies. She joined Tsinghua School of Journalism and

Communication in 2006. She has a Bachelor’s in political science from National Taiwan University, a
Master’s and a Ph.D. in history and international politics from University of Washington and did post-doctoral work in the
Far East Institute of the USSR Academy of Science and Columbia University. Her textbook, Reporting and Writing

International Business News, was published by the Tsinghua University Press in November 2009.
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